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Mass Casualty Events
As stated in the article by Smith (2010), disasters are classified as natural or human-made. Earthquakes, tsunamis, hurricanes, and epidemics are examples of natural disasters while road accident is an example of human-made disaster. According to Smith (2010), mass casualties are the different multiple of casualty events such as accidents. Disasters can strike any time and nurses are always called upon to act. In healthcare sectors, Nurses make the most significant portion of the workforce.
From the, I have learnt that apart from treatment, counseling and distribution of resources, nurses have a professional duty to educate themselves, understand their roles and inform the society about the disaster preparedness. Personal and family preparation is also essential. As stated by Smith (2010), there are appropriate guidelines on how people can plan to protect themselves and their families from disasters. When disasters occur, the casualties affected by calamities are tagged with different colors that indicate a priority for medical care. The red tag suggests the victims require immediate medical attention. Yellow label means the victims are stable but likely to deteriorate after some time. Green tagged implies the casualties are injured but needs minimal medical care. Black tagged is the deceased victims. Some of the problems encountered include communication break down during the mass casualty events (Smith 2010).
As a registered nursing student, I will apply this knowledge in educating myself and the public on guidelines for disaster preparedness through campaigns. I will take part in incident management, planning and response in both the federal state and local communities when called upon to help the casualties affected by the disasters.
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